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The most 
challenging WC 
Class codes

Kurt Lang
Premium Audit Manager

Showroom

How do you classify 
a showroom, where 
merchandise is 
displayed but no 
sales occur?

Clerical office

Within the showroom there 
are clerical work stations that 
are separated from the 
showroom by partitions. 

Employees who work a these 
desks also assist customers in 
the showroom, how should 
they be classified?
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Another showroom

What if the 
showroom is 
outside?

The Showroom
• A clerical office is a work area separated from all other work areas of the 

employer by floors, walls, partitions, counters, or other physical barriers. Work 
areas where inventory is located, where products are displayed for sale, do not 
meet the definition of a clerical office

• Merchandise is displayed but products are not purchased from the showroom
• Doors, windows, countertop, cabinets – 8235-Sash/Door Dealer
• Shower stalls and plumbing fixtures – 8111 Plumbing Supplies Dealer
• Carpeting, lighting fixtures- 8017 Retail Store
• Spa, hot tubs, furniture, appliances – 8044 Store: Furniture

5606 Executive Supervisor

• Indirect operational control through on site supervisor or foremen
• Can apply to a paper contractor if each subcontractor has a job 

supervisor or foremen- what if a subcontractor is a sole proprietor?
• Not available for payroll segregation
• Typical to large construction project but can apply to multiple specialty 

construction job
• Applies for both WC and GL

• Working from a Job site trailer?
• Working only from an office?

4

5

6



3

4130 Glass Merchant

Receiving, storing, 
cutting and selling plate 
glass, windows, mirrors

How would you classify 
the showroom or store 
employee?

Shop employee who 
also installs?

Curtain Wall

Does this type of work 
require a glaziers code 
5102 or a Metal frame 
installation code 5040?

Glass Merchant & Glaziers

• 4130 Glass Merchant – receiving, storing, cutting and selling 
plate glass, windows, mirrors

• 5462-Glazier- Away From Shop & Drivers-delivery, installation of 
plate glass window in storefronts, replacement glass in homes 
and commercial buildings regardless of height. 
Also includes the installation of metal frames who also sets glass  

in place        
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8227 Contractors Permanent Yard

 Includes incidental pick up or deliveries
Not available for payroll segregation during a single day
Does not include fabrication work- why?
Does include loading/unloading of construction material- shop 

employee only
Only applies to construction or erection risks

Can you use 8227 with 9102 or 9014?

Carpentry - interior

What class applies for the 
installation of wood 
cabinets?  What other 
types of carpentry 
interior work are assigned 
to 5437?

For GL, how would you 
classify a cabinet shop 
that fabricates all 
cabinets for installation?

Carpentry-residential 
or NOC
What if carpenters perform 
interior and exterior 
carpentry with separate crews 
What rule comes into play?
What if employees perform 
only interior carpentry and 
subcontractors are hired for 
framing?
Can you use 5102 for door 
and window installation?
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5437 Carpentry Interior

• Restricted to specialty contractors who only perform cabinet, 
baseboard, trim, stairway, railings interior carpentry work

• If performed in conjunction with framing  work, this code cannot 
be used- doesn’t matter if framing is done by subcontractors

Ground Supported 
Concrete Slab

If you reinforce a 
ground supported 
slab with rebar, what 
code do we use,5221 
or 5213?

Curb and Gutter

Can you use a 
concrete code if this 
curb was installed by 
the street and road 
contractor?
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Concrete Cutting

What code applies for 
cutting a wall?

What code applies for 
cutting a self bearing 
floor?

What code applies for 
cutting a street?

5215 Residential 
Concrete Contractor

This residential concrete 
contractor performs both 
types of concrete work

Can you separately rated 
the flat work to 5221?

Concrete Construction

• 5221 Concrete –flat work – ground supported slab, driveway, 
sidewalk,  parking lot

• 5215 Concrete residential – all concrete work for building a 
home, flat, foundation, footer, basement

• 5213 Concrete NOC – heavier concrete work, foundation 
supported floor, concrete wall
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5191 Office machine 
installation/service

Does this code apply 
to the installation or 
repair of ATM 
machines?

What if printer repairs 
are done at the repair 
company’s shop?

Alarm Installation 

Can you segregate the 
alarm installation 
payroll from electrical 
wiring payroll when the 
electrical contractor 
only installs the wiring 
for the building without 
installing the alarm 
unit?

Electrical Wiring codes

• 5190 Electrical Wiring – wiring within buildings, incidental 
exterior wiring, installing/repairing meters, thermostat, small 
satellite dish

• 7605 Burglar or Firm Alarm – installing the actual alarm or 
security camera unit, including wiring

• 5191 Office or Computer installation – install, computer, modem, 
printer, telephone, also includes repair at shop

• 5192 Vending Operation Machines – included ATM service

19

20

21



8

Lawn Maintenance

What class code 
should we assign 
this proud man?

Florist

There is no growing of 
trees and shrubs, just 
the sale of potted 
flowers and small 
plants, what code 
applies?

Plantscaping

How would you classify 
the company that 
maintains all of these 
plants inside this office?
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Stone pavers for 
driveway or patio

What if a landscaper installs 
the entire yard including a 
stone patio?

What code applies for a  
landscaping company that 
primarily installs stone 
driveways and patios?

Tree Pruning

What critical factor 
distinguishes a tree 
pruning operation 
from lawn 
maintenance?

Nursery

For GL, does a nursery code 
apply if this nursery is not 
open to the public and only 
used by the landscaping 
company?

Within this nursery there is 
a little restaurant serving 
coffee, juices and breakfast 
items, would a separate 
restaurant code apply?
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Pooper Scooper

What code applies to 
the niche business?

Landscaping and related codes

• 0042- Landscaping & D – planting, sodding- key word is new or 
replacement and beautification

• 9102 Lawn Maint & D – mowing, lawn spraying, fertilizing, tree 
pruning from ground level, replacement of plants & shrubs- key 
word is maintenance and regular

• 0005 Nursery & D - propagation of trees, shrubs
• 8001 Florist & D  -sale of potted plants and plantscaping
• 8017 Store – for garden center >50% other than plants
• 5221 Stone & Brick Paver Instillation-Outside

Landscaping - continued

• 5183 Plumbing & D – lawn sprinkler installation 

• 0106 Tree pruning & D – specialty contractor includes above 
ground level

• Can 5606 and 8227 apply to 0042 and 9102?

• Can you split payroll between 0042 & 9102.  
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Metal or Neon Sign

Code 3064 includes the 
fabrication of metal and 
electrical (neon) signs

Metal Signs

Should see lots of metal 
and metal working 
machinery.  Also can 
see lighting fixtures that 
can be installed inside 
the sign

Digital Press

What code should 
we use if this is the 
only machine you 
see?
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Vinyl Cutting machine

What code applies if 
they only cut vinyl and 
attach letter to the 
surface?

What code applies if 
after cutting the vinyl 
letter are cut with small 
knives and mounted 
on the vinyl sign?

Sign manufacturing codes

• 3064 Sign mfg – metal or neon- metal machinery- cutting, bending, welding assembly

• 9501 Painting shop & Drivers –
 installation of advertising sign or decal on vehicles
Cutting letters with small knives and mounting on a vinyl sign
Paining signs made from wood, metal, glass, plastic
Sign painting  or letter – inside of a building & drivers

• 4299 Sign Mfg – computer generated paper, vinyl and letters- no machinery or cutting
• 2501 Sign Mfg – Silk screen printing - cloth

• Can more than one sign mfg code apply to single entity?

THE  End

34

35

36


